
Bed Bugs:  School Response Flowchart

Child’s clothing/belongings Classroom/environment

Bed bug found in/on:*

Discreetly remove child from classroom.  
Qualified individual should examine 
clothes, belongings, and locker for 

presence of bed bugs.  Attempt to collect 
specimen for confirmatory identification.

Consider sending parent notification 
letter (provided) for all students in 

affected classrooms.

Have trained staff or school pest 
management contractor inspect room(s) 

for evidence of bed bug infestation.

Notify child’s parents by phone.  Bed bug 
inspection report (provided), and 

educational materials should be sent 
home with student.  Parents should 
inspect or have pest management 

professional inspect the home and return 
notification letter. NO evidence of 

bed bug infestation

Maintain vigilance

Follow school IPM plan for treatment.  
Notify staff and parents of treatment.

Evidence of bed 
bug infestation

NO evidence of 
bed bug infestation

School Responsibility: 
Providing a healthy, pest-free environment in which students can excel

Parent/Caregiver Responsibility: 
Providing a safe and healthy living environment for the student

• assumes specimen is  
confirmed bed bug

Investigate other 
potential sources 

of bed bugs.

Promote rapid response by parents to 
treat the infestation at home.  Provide 
educational materials and guidance if 

assistance is necessary.

If repeated instances occur, follow local 
policy and enlist the assistance of 

appropriate agencies.

See the Schools and Daycares section of Michigan’s Bed Bug 
Prevention and Control Manual for detailed instructions. 
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Evidence of bed 
bug infestation


